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The Black Walden

It is astonishing to realize how people in Concord received fame due to selling other people. Elsie outlines clearly that those who possessed slaves were considered successful and were given positions in the state either as leaders in the local government or as doctors. But the author illustrates clearly the bold steps that people started taking to ensure that their children were not sold. For instance, the woman the author talks about in the Black Walden thought about her son being sold by her master to others, and that could have been her last moment to see him. Instead, she decided to give the son for free to the neighborhood so that at least she can get a chance to see him again. The author says, “the slave mother stepped boldly into the road and begged the white mother on horseback to take her baby for she feared that if she kept him with her, he would be sold as a slave.” Despite the slave mother knowing that she was going to annoy her master for being away for that long, she considered her actions to be better than letting her son be sold. Therefore, at some circumstances, people can opt to do the unimaginable but so long as it seems the only humanity act available for them.
Works Cited

Lemire, Elise. Black Walden: Slavery and Its Aftermath in Concord, Massachusetts. University of Pennsylvania Press, 2011.

